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church, and another has been the open-
ing of the hearts of the people to the
Gospel message. Mr. McCutchen reports
that since his return to Korea in Jan-
uary he has examined over 1,400 appli-
cants, of whom 273 were admitted to
baptism and 600 were enrolled as cate-
chumens.

Mr. Grier wries from Hsuchoufu, Chi-
na: "As it appears to us, there has nev-
er been a time when the prospect here
was 80 encouraging, At our recent com-
munion ninety applicants were examin-
ed, of whom twenty-two were baptized.
At our morning service our church, seat-
ing 360, is crowded, and as many more
are gathered in the yard to an overflow
service,”

Mr. Pierce writes from Tunghsidng:
“God has visited our church at this
place with a revival which has been
marked by visible manifestations of his
presence and power,” Speaking of tae
revival at Kashing, Mr. Hudson writes,
“There was little or no excitement; some
wept some seemed overwhelmed with
shame; but the non-emotional, usually se-
cretive, non-committal Chinese were
overpowered by inward pressure and
poured out their very hearts.”

Brethren, what does all this mean for
us? “Is it nothing to you, all ye that
pass by”? Can we not almost hear the
voice of our Saviour erying to his Church
in this great day of her opportunity, “If
thou hadst known; even thou, at least
in this thy day, the things which belong
to thy peace."

In order to meet, even in part, the ob-
ligation which this opportunity lays up-
on us, we need, first, 4,000 $50 shares to
be subscribed in our Forward Movement
to build homes, schools, hospitals and
chapels for our force already on the
field.

Second, we need $8,000 for outfit and
traveling and $35,000 for homes and
equipment for the twenty-ome new mis-
sionaries now under appointment and
waiting to go.

The total amount needed for the work
of the present mission year as already
projected is not less than $600,000. If
we wight make this much advance to-
Wwa.ds our goal of $1,000,000 a year for
our whole work, with what new joy and
hope and courage would our workers at
the front be able to prosecute their as
yet unfinished task of evangelizing that
part of the great world fleld for which
We as a church have acknowledged our-
selves to be responsible. :

Our greatest need of all is a deeper
recognition of our entire dependence on
the grace and power of the Spirit of Al-
mighty God, and a more earnest spirit
of beleving and importunate prayer on
the part of every member of our Church.

This work for which we appeal is your
work, We of the Foreign Mission Com-
mittee are only your agents. We ask
nothing in our own name. It is Christ
Himselt who asks, “What will you, my
brother, my sister, give to help gathér
into my fold those other sheep of mine
who have not yet heard my voice or
known my name"?

* Fraternally yours,

-
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MISSIONARIES.

Letter from Messre. Sheppard and
Morrison.

We are taking this means of thanking
all who have been interested in us and
in the unfortunate native people in this
affair. We venture also to give some
account of the situation In order that
the matter may be better understood, for
it is usually not considered a recom-
mendation to one's character to be sued
for libel.

As is now well known and almost uni-
versal'y admitted throughout the ecivi-
lized world, the Congo Free State, which
has recently been taken over by Bel-
gium, had become, under the absolute
rule of King Leopold, nothing more than
a big slave farm, in® which the native
people were ruthlessly driven to make
more wealth for the already very rich
Leopold and others whom he had gath-
ered about him—and al} of this in the
face of the treaties with the powers to
the contrary. It is doubtful if the
Congo State would ever have esme into
existence if it had not been for the very
prominent part taken in the matter by
the United States. Therefore we, as a
nation, have a peculiar responsibility in
the situation here,

Some years ago many thousands of
square miles of territory including the
whole region covered by the activities
of our mission, and much more besides,
were farmed out for exploitation to a
rubber company, in which the govern-
ment, however, held controlling interest.
There are several other such companies
in the Congo State. At first this com-
pany did not seriously oppress the peo-
ple; it only cut the price of the rubber
to about one-sixth of what it had for-
merly been. We may say here that the
rubber is the sap of a vine which is
found, though not in large quantities, in
the forests. Only the natives can make
the rubber, and it i8 a slow and labor-
ious process.

But at this low price the rubber did
not come in fast enough. Then the
company began to use pressure on the
people, threatening them that if the rub-
ber did not come in faster the State
would send soldiers to kill them and
burn their villages. The poor people
knew they could not stand against the
soldiers, armed with repeating rifles,
when they themselves had only, in most
instances, bows and arrows, We have
not space here to go into the details of
all that this pressure meant, Suffice it
to say that th situation, while most dis-
tressing over a large region with which
we were acquainted, was most severe in
the Bakuba country. These are splendid
people. Our Ibanj station is located
among them. Mr. Sheppard was the
first foreigner ever to reach their capi-
tal. These people were being driven
into the forests by armed sentries placed
In their villages by the rubber company;
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their houses were falling down; their
fields had to remain uncultivated; but
little had been planted for many months;
the people were permitted to do nothing
else but make rubber; starvation and
annihilation were staring them in the
face; many had already died of hunger
and exposure in the forests, where they
had been drivgn to make more rubber;
others had fallen, in their weakness,
from the high trees to which the rubber
vines clung, and had either been killed
or seriously injured.

Not only so, but as can be easily seen
all this was seriously affecting our mis-
slon. The price of produce had gone up;
the people could not pay their native
evangelist, and this fell more and more
on the mission. And yet we are accused
of meddling in matters which are politi-
cal and which do not concern the mis-
sion!

At Luebo we publish annually a little
paper, the Kassai Herald in which we
glve, for the benefit of friends in the
home land, an account of our work for
the year—our successes, our failures,
our wants and our problems. Mr. Shep-
pard had for some time noted with
anxlety this growing oppression in the
Bakuba country, where he was located.
His heart bled for the people whom he
had known for so long and to whom he
had given the best years of his life.
What was he to do? Certainly the State
and the rubber company would not at-
tempt to stop the situation or to speak
in behalf of the people. Just as cer-
tainly the Catholic missionaries, some of
whom were located in the Bakuba coun-
try, would not speak, for they were
working in harmony with the State and
the company. Our missionaries were the
only ones to speak, and Mr. Sheppard,
who knew the situation best, was the
one upon whom the greatest responsi-
bility rested. Feeling a deep sense of
this responsibility, he wrote for the Jan-
uary 1908 issue of the Kassai Herald a
brief, unimpassioned article, telling In
few words the story of the oppression,
believing that it was a matter of great
interest to the mission and that it was
something which all the friends of the
mission ought to know. Mr. Morrison
was then editor of the Herald.

Naturally the rubber company and the
State objected to the publication of such
an article, for all the while they were
flaunting to the world the statement that,
though there might have been such
abuses in other rubber companies on
the Congo, yet theirs was a model com-
pany, and good treatment was univer
sally given to the natives. Letters were
received by the editor of the Kassal
Herald from the directors. of the com-
pany, who themselves, up to that time,
so far as we know, had never even been
in the Bukaba country, denying the
statements made in the article. Some
weeks after the publication of the
article in question the British consul-
general, a man of the highest integrity,
made a tour through the country and
found that Mr. Sheppard had only told
a small part of the whole truth. The
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